HANDOUT (Contribution to the ‘chairman’s summary’)

side-event ’Farmers show the alternative way’,

3 Nov 2010 13.00-15.00, World Forum, The Hague. Chair Greet Goverde, 
Platform ABC, www.aardeboerconsument.nl (Earth, farmer, consumer) greetg800@gmail.com, 
1 Joop de Koeijer, NAV (Dutch Arable Farmers’ Union) and Via Campesina and Platform ABC . (joop_de_koeijer@zonnet.nl)    

Resources:

See the ‘European food declaration’ on www.europeanfooddeclaration.org brought out by European Via Campesina Europe (www.eurovia.org) and FOEE (www.foeeurope.org), and many other national organisations, such as the Dutch platform ABC.  On the webpage ‘documents’ on www.europeanfooddeclaration,org you will find ‘survey: European Food and Agriculture from 2010 to 2013 and beyond’ which has info about the issues at stake in the CAP (p. 5-7-8).  On p 11 and 12 there is info about the European policies and practices with regard to developing countries, with comments (summaries of ‘monitoring reports’ ) by European Civil Society organisations. 

These two pages offer many recommendations for relief of the plight of small farmers. 
As a practical example we recommend the info to be found on www.songhai.org, and the 3 videos to be found on http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCiUFzNfI5k. A good example of sustainable and small-scale but also innovative and resilient agriculture, branching off into retail and marketing and mechanisation etc. Father Godrey Nzamujo started up the first Songhai Centre in Benin in the 80’s. There are now five in Benin and three in other countries, and many graduates of the one-year course start their own farms each year. Crop production is the main pillar, but in this amazing integrated system there is a lot of room for creativity. Water from the acquatic ponds is used for irrigation, palms produce oil, their rotting leaves produce mushrooms and biogas, snails are cultivated under banana trees, machines to produce pellets for birds are constructed in the workshops, etc. 
2 Janice Jiggins, Wageningen University, was involved in the IAASTD process 
(Janice.Jiggins@inter.nl.net): 
Have we really begun the transition toward climate resilient, low emissions agricultures, fair trade, decent livelihoods for all the world’s people, and food systems that address the hard distributional issues that keep millions undernourished, while even more are now clinically obese? The transition requires – perhaps even more than finance or technology – significant changes in the institutions that currently dominate food and farming and that keep millions of small farmers in poverty. Janice will share the signs of institutional change, often driven by civil society movements.  
Useful resources include: 
Democratising agricultural research for food sovereignty in West Africa. This publication focuses on West Africa and includes video clips and audio files that feature the voices and concerns of food producers from across the region. The outcomes of these citizen deliberations have significant implications for current debates on the future of food and farming in West Africa.. To be downloaded from http://www.iied.org/natural-resources/media/world-food-day-marked-call-democratise-agricultural-research-and-ensure-food-security   . 
A related website ( www.excludedvoices.org ) brings the concerns of marginalised food producers from West Africa, South Asia, the Middle East and the Andean region of South America to a global audience. This multimedia publication also presents the findings of citizens’ juries, held in 2010., after evidence form expert witnesses. The jurors called for direct involvement in the design and implementation of agricultural research. Research should focus on improving the productivity of local crop varieties and farming practices such as seed sharing instead of moving towards more intensive farming that relies on hybrid seeds and expensive external inputs. 
Virtuous Circles: Values, Systems and Sustainability 
by Andy Jones, Michel Pimbert and Janice Jiggins, 2010.  
In recent years, simultaneous crises and climate change have all had a major impact on lives and livelihoods across the globe. The latest surge in food prices has been the most marked of the past   

                                                                                                         Please Turn Over   -->                    
century. This book paints a vivid picture of an alternative future: sustainable and fair systems for the provision of food, energy, fibre and textiles, housing and water that are environmentally benign and involve positive interventions in natural cycles. While their environmental impacts are negligible, non-existent or positive, their socio-economic benefits are multiple and significant. The book is an output of a project known as Designing Resilience, and documents the initial findings from the first phase of Designing Resilience within the Latin America and Caribbean region.  
To download the Executive Summary of this forthcoming book click: http://www.iied.org/pubs/pdfs/G02780.pdf  
3 Koos Michel, Oxfam/Novib (Koos.Michel@oxfamnovib.nl: 
SCALE project:  Securing Change through Agricultural Livelihoods and Empowerment
 As an answer to the 2008 Food Crisis and continuing price volatility of basic food crops, and to anticipate the consequences of climate change, 4 Oxfams took the initiative to set up a new program called SCALE. It takes the conclusions of the IAASTD study to heart and wants to put its  recommendations into practice. 

This is a multi-country 10 year program (starting in the first phase in Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, Ethiopia, Vietnam and Cambodia) that links in with the upcoming Oxfam campaign on Food Justice in a resource-constrained world. 
It will strengthen and unite existing interventions of the participating Oxfams and their partner organizations. It will try to influence national governments and collaborate with research organizations and other development actors, to demonstrate that it is worthwhile to invest in smallholder agriculture. 

Conceptually, this joint Oxfam global agricultural program builds on 
- the 2009 OI Briefing Papers “Investing in Poor Farmers Pays” (http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/investing-in-poor-farmers-pays)
- “People Centered Resilience”(http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/people-centered-resilience);  
-  the background paper “Harnessing Agriculture for Development” (http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/harnessing-agriculture-development)
The overall aim of this program is to increase the food security of seasonally food insecure smallholder farmers who primarily produce staple food crops, and to increase their ability to adapt to and contribute to the mitigation of climate change. The primary group for intervention is women farmers, and we strive for more sustainable national food systems. 
We will work on (adapted) seeds, low external input agriculture, “green manure” and  agro-forestry. Besides we will work on mechanisms for risk reduction in production and marketing, food storage at decentralized level, and market access.

Most of these things are not new but successes are often limited to local isolated areas. 
We want to focus on mechanisms for scaling up appropriate technologies and  participatory methodologies to reach out to millions of smallholder farmers.

During the side-event we will give examples of what is possible and what we will do to move this forward. 
=============================================================

LUNCH: Buns of wheat-and- lupin meal with lupin-‘meat’ snacks for this workshop

were  provided by ‘www.devegetarischeslager.nl (the vegetarian butcher) 
The lupins were produced by colleagues of farmer De Koeijer  (see speaker 1) 
LUPINS?    Yes, lupins!
The Vegetarian Butcher’s main innovation is its own line of lupin-based products. Protein-rich lupin seeds, also known as lupin beans, were common fare for the Romans. The plant's popularity as a source of human food fell by the wayside, and (until soy came along), it was used to feed livestock. 

Now, a Dutch lupin grower — eighth generation (organic) farmer Jaap Korteweg — aims to bring lupin back into the kitchen as a sustainable alternative to eating animals.

