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European and international trade and

agricultural policy

Beginning CAP and GATT — market regulation
Since 1962 taritf free imports soy beans and corn to EU
90’s towards the WTO (1995) deal US and EU:
= From remunerative prices towards low prices and
income subsidies; dumping 1s ‘legalized’
m Decrease of supply management and market
protection

Developing countries victim: first by Structural Adjust-
ment Programs, then WTO, 1n future by bilateral free
trade agreements — Economic Partnership Agreem.




Analysis — effects on markets

Production below the remunerative prices in agriculture in North
and South because of by disturbing of local and national markets

= Small farmers and family farms quit on massive scale

= Sub Sahara Africa, Indonesia, Philippines net-food importer
+ exporter of tropical products

= Multinationals and big landowners profit, not the consumer
Africa loses the competition in agriculture and industry
Loss of import taxes means loss of government budget

Consumers in the city seem to profit because of low food prices,
but former farmers migrate to the city =2 lower wages

Migration to Western countries: human tratficking, competition
with low educated workers, right wing and populist sentiments

Europe 1s not self-sufficient for vegetable protein and oil




Production for export damages tood security
and violates rights of humans and nature




Analysis — effects on natural

resources

On a free world market: purchasing power of rich
meat eaters and car drivers wins from food security of
the poorest

Furope used 9 million hectares of forest between
1990-2008 (soy, palm oi1l, meat), East Asia (4,5 million
ha) and Northern America (1,9 million ha)

Land grab Global South: 227 million hectare since 2001

By prioritizing export in mono cultures, disadvantages
for the livelihood of indigenous people, farmers and
pastoralists and nature

Conflicts about scarce natural resources




‘Alternative’ (1)

= Corporate Social Responsibility, sustainable imports possible?

m Voluntary criteria by multinationals with a few NGO’s as

Solidaridad, WWF within RTRS, RSPO, IDH

m No consultation with local farmers, indigenous people
and environmental organizations

m No attention to ecological footprint, closing of cycles,
protection of food security, employment

m No attention to Indirect land use changes (ILUC)

m Keeps the priority of civil society organizations away from
more effective solutions, green washing




Alternatives (2)

m Alternative Trade Mandate:
= Food sovereignty
= Stop new free trade agreements like TTIP, EPA’s

= More regional self sufficiency in food, feed, energy, timber,
textile by drastically changing FT'A’s

= Reform of the European Trade & Common Agricultural Policy

m Increase import taxes and keep supply management
m Increase safety stocks to prevent unstable prizes

m Remunerative prices to farmers in stead of subsidized
exports and buying of agribusiness below cost of
production

m Payment for green services to society: nature, landscape,
ecological food production and sustainable energy
production (last not yet in ATM)




Alternatives (3)

1. Market protection leads e.g. to production of European
proteins and oil crops in stead of import of soy beans, palm oil

m 2. Increase environmental and animal welfare standards

m 3. Agribusiness and retail ‘can’t’ buy products on world market,

with lower standards

1, 2, 3 (combined with eco-taxes, not yet in ATM) -->
Internalizing of environmental and animal welfare costs in
consumer price

Abolish European agro fuel-directive, prohibition of import
form developing countries

Fair trade of tropical products, stop tariff escalation on
processed products

m Stop land grabbing by binding rules
m Stimulate ecological agriculture in EU and Global South
m New EU seed law needs to protect breeders rights and

biodiversity, and protect against GMO’s




Strategy: Challenges

® International competition as basic rule - anti-protectionism

m FEconomic growth and GDP more important than supply in

basis needs now and in the future

Decrease of consumption in the developed country is a taboo,
investment in the Global South with rhetoric of win-win

Technological solutions in stead of structural changes

m Big influence of multinationals on policy, opposition weaker

m Revolving doors, Public Private Partnerships, science

privatized

Trade unions are too little interested in the environment and
the supply in basic needs in the long term

Subsidies towards critical civil society organization are
decreased, subsidies to IDH increase

Media: from hype to hype i.s.0. investigation journalism




Strateovy - Opportunities
gy PP

Stimulate international co-operation between farmers:

= International: Via Campesina

® Dutch: Dairy Farmers Union (NMV), Dutch Arable Farmers
Union (NAV), Platform Aarde Boer Consument

Cooperation in in platforms — possible partners for a just policy:

= Alternative Trade Mandate, Nyelen: Europe, Food Sov CAP:
Environmental, development, consumers, human rights org.,
indigenous people, women's organizations, trade unions

= SME: e.g. Gulpener Beer, HempFlax
m Campaign against T.T.I.P. / TAFTA EU € - US
m [earning from the South
m Connect top down with bottom up: inspiring projects in practice:
® Transition Towns, living communities
m Local products, Oregional, Willem & Drees
Working group for food sovereignty and climate justice




More information:

www.alternativetrademandate.org

www.aardeboerconsument.nl

WWW.Viacampesina.org

www.nyelenieurope.net
www.xminy.nl

www.foodjustice.eu

Thank you for your attention!




