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ACTIVITIES AFTER THE NYÉLÉNI EUROPE FORUM FOR FOOD SOVEREIGNTY
5- 6 March 2012, Brussels: Evaluation Meeting of the Nyéléni Europe Forum for Food Sovereignty – Reports about 
the activities after the Forum, evaluation, experience exchange, defining the next steps, establishment of the Nyéléni 
Europe Committee

7 March 2012, Brussels, Committee of the Regions: Organising the conference with the European Coordination 
of Via Campesina “More Farmers - Better Food“: Presentation of Nyeleni Europe Synthesis Report and Action Plan, 
presentation of the Nyéléni Europe Film 

17 April 2012, Europe: Week of Action around April 17th - International Day of Peasant Struggle Celebrating 
European Food Sovereignty in Recognition of Peasant Struggle

8-9 July 2012, London: Transforming Our Food System event establishing the UK Food Sovereignty Movement

Summer 2012: Regional Nyéléni Forum of the Ex-Yugoslavian Countries

25 August 2012 - 19 September 2012: Good Food March in Europe

19 September 2012, Brussels: Good Food March, Demonstration and Conference in the EU-Parliament

10-13 October 2012, Milano: European Meeting on Community Supported Agriculture and Emerging Distribution 
Systems for Food Sovereignty

16 October 2012: World Food Day / World Food Sovereignty Day

8-11 November, Florence: European Social Forum – Firenze 10+10; Food Sovereignty Meeting on Land Issues at 
Firenze 10+10 (Access to land and land tenure)

4 January 2013: Presentation of Food Sovereignty and the UK Food Sovereignty movement, Oxford Real Farming 
Conference

Following the Nyéléni Europe Forum for Food Sovereignty held in Krems, Austria in 
August 2011, the Nyéléni Europe Newsletter offers a tool for communication and 
initiates an intensive exchange of information in order to continue the fight for realising 

Food Sovereignty in Europe. The Nyéléni Europe Forum was an attempt to strengthen 
these movements, and strengthen the work we do locally, regionally or nationally through 
supporting and complementing the work of others. 

Based on the working structure at the Nyéléni Europe Forum, the Newsletter aims to 
give continuous update about the work on different Food Sovereignty issues, and about 
activities and actions of the various constituencies.
Nyeleni Europe Committee

“We call upon the people and social movements in Europe to engage, together with us, 
in all our struggles to take control of our food systems and build the Movement for Food 
Sovereignty in Europe NOW!” (Nyéléni Europe Declaration, 2011)

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY NOW!
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The process of the 
Nyéléni Europe 
Forum was initiated 
by the European 
Coordination Via 
Campesina, Friends 
of the Earth Europe, 
ATTAC Europe, 
Vr e d e s e i l an d e n, 
the IPC for Food 
Sovereignty, and the 
International March 
of Women. To these 
organisations joined 
Urgenci and many 
other European-
wide or national 
organisations.

NYÉLÉNI EUROPE MOVEMENT FOR FOOD SOVEREIGNTY



1. MODELS OF PRODUCTION

Seeds in the spotlight : agro-ecological practices 
towards seed autonomy and food sovereignty

At the international level of La Via Campesina, lots of 
work has been done around agroecology in recent 

years, with a series of regional meetings culminating in an 
international one, last November in Surin, Thailand. The 
European meeting took place in Durango – Basque Country 
– last June. The farmers who gathered there worked on 
what agroecology means from a European point of view 
as a global political and social project, linked to a practical 
approach for achieving Food Sovereignty, and looking at 
how to produce healthy and ecological food for the local 
population while also earning a living from it.

In the same time, the European Commission has begun a 
process of reform called Better Regulation, which aims 

to integrate and simplify the twelve European directives 
on seeds into one. This process of reform, which is at the 
point of internal discussion between the different general 
directions involved (DG SANCO, DG AGRI and DG ENVI), 
does not prepare any concrete improvements for the 
conditions of farmers’ seeds and conservation varieties. On 
the contrary, it risks to reinforce corporate interests and 
access to the market of the new biotech seed varieties. As 
soon as the text is formally published, it may be necessary 
to distribute the information at the national level, with 
everyone’s own governments and MEPs.

All over Europe farmers and citizens are reacting at this 
situation by trying to set up  participatory methods 

of selection/conservation, collective seed-banks, local 
seed-exchange fairs and markets, and community-based 
experiments. Many of these activities are connecting 
traditional knowledge of seeds with new agro-ecological 
practices.  These actors have built networks and 
organizations that are moving seeds campaigns forwards. 
A lot of those actors were represented in the “Modes of 
Production” axis in Nyéléni Forum 2011. Now, the time 
has come to think about how to develop this work together 
further.

2.CHANGING HOW FOOD IS DISTRIBUTED

The Urgenci-Europe Umbrella is launched! 
The first European meeting on Community Supported 

Agriculture and Emerging Distribution Systems for Food 
Sovereignty, held during three days on 10-12 October, in 
Milan, brought together 120 participants representing 20 
different European countries, from Ireland to Turkey and 
from Portugal to Lithuania. 

The meeting itself was a highlight not only for Urgenci 
but also for all the European movement for Food 

Sovereignty. Names ‘Umbrella’, the new platform of 
European CSA movements is designed to function exactly 
like an umbrella: most of the time, the umbrella is open, and 
the working groups are working in an autonomous manner, 
on a thematic basis, and they try to keep it cross-border. 
Then, the umbrella closes during the regular practical 
meetings, when everybody comes together. During the 
meeting in Milan, a temporary commission was established, 
which has been named ‘Kernel’. Its mandate, received from 
all the participants at the meeting in Milan, should expire 
in March 2013. A Kernel meeting will then take place in 
France, with the objective of finalising the creation of this 
structure, already named Urgenci-Europe. 

The next European meeting on Community Supported 
Agriculture and on Alternative Food Distribution 

Systems is planned to be held in Brussels in November 2013.

5.ACTIONS AND OUTCOMES AROUND CAP VOTE IN THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

The European Parliament (EP) agreed on the 13th of 
March 2013 their position on the Reform of the Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP). It is the first time that the EP co-
decides on this with the Council of agriculture ministers and 
the Commission.

The outcomes are controversial and on many issues the EP 
did not manage to strengthen the weak proposals by the 

Commission. According to the text, which will be the basis 
for the EP negotiating position, capping upper limit will be 
300.000 (some exemptions proposed); small farmers can 
get between 500-1500 euro per year from a voluntary for 
member states scheme; a risk management tool for farmers 
will be paid from the 2nd pillar; the existing system of wine 
planting rights has been prolonged until 2030; EP suggest 
granting aid for at least three months to milk producers who 
voluntarily cut their production by at least 5% (prolongation 
of milk quotas, set to expire in 2015, were rejected); 
environmental rules for farmers ‘greening’ should be more 
flexible and linked to the size of the holding - rejected to 
exempt farmers whose holdings are certified under national 
or regional environmental certification schemes from 
mandatory greening measures, but adopted very weak 
‘greening’ measures.

For more detailed information see how the EP describes 
the results:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/
content/20130124BKG59668/html/EU-farm-policy-reform-
plans-as-voted-by-Parliament

Before the vote around two hundred farmers and citizens 
gathered in front of the EP building in Strasbourg to 

demand fairer, greener and locally based food supply in 
Europe. Confédération paysanne and Friends of the Earth 
Europe  participated in the actions: 
http://goodfoodmarch.zs-intern.de/home.html
Pictures can be found here: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/80493129@N08/ 

WORKING GROUP UPDATES

4. ACCESS TO RESOURCES

Quotation from the report on the Access to land meeting, 
organized by the ECVC in Cluj (Romania) on December 

2012: 

How to reinforce our struggle? 
Relationship with institutions (legal and illegal actions): 

Indeed land grabbing and land access touch many different 
levels of administration. Some of our members are quite 
active with local administrations who are playing an 
important role regarding the management of land usage. In 
some places, for example in Romania, institutions are quite 
corrupt and subject to corporations. In this case it would seem 
useless to lobby. So, there is a need to explore new strategies 
for lobbying; for example individuals might contact MEPs 
from their own nations, while collaborating across nations, 
and then collectively presenting this to ECVC. Regarding the 
relation between legal and illegal action the discussion still 
remains open. We propose to have some internal discussion 
on this in our own organization.” .

3.VALUING AND IMPROVING WORK AND
SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SYSTEMS

We struggle against the exploitation and the degradation 
of working and social conditions and for the rights of 

all women and men who provide food as well as those of 
seasonal and migrant workers, workers in the processing, 
distribution and retail sector and others. (...) Society must 
give greater value to the role of food producers and workers 
in our society... (Nyéléni Europe Declaration, August 2011)
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GET ACTIVE!
ALERT! EU-US TRANSATLANTIC FTA - CALL FOR 
MOBILISATION IN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES

EU-US Transatlantic Free Trade Agreement: More injustice, 
unemployment and environmental destruction 

President Obama, EU Council President Van Rompuy and EU 
Commission President Barroso committed on February 13 

to start EU-US trade and investment negotiations, which may 
strongly affect social, labour and environmental rights on both 
sides of the Atlantic and deepen global trade and investment 
liberalization. Indeed, elites from both sides explicitly 
aim at greater transatlantic regulatory convergence and 
harmonization of future regulations between the EU and the 
US, in the interests of transnational corporations and financial 
industry. Our aspiration to build alternatives to the existing 
trade and investment regime, as to the existing development 
model, might be seriously affected by these negotiations.

• Read or download the S2B Alert! EU-US Transatlantic FTA - 
Call for mobilisation in Europe and the United States

• Read or download the Joint statement from United States 
President Barack Obama, European Council President 
Herman Van Rompuy and European Commission President 
José Manuel Barroso

• Read or download the EU Commission Press Release
• Read or download the background document from the 

preparatory process Final Report - High Level Working 
Group on Jobs and Growth

Join us to stop this “free trade” agenda. Let us know if your 
organisation is willing to work with us and contribute the 

future campaigns.   
Seattle to Brussels Network

UPCOMING EVENTS
9 March 2013, Zagreb: Meeting for development of a 
national CSA network in Croatia

12 March 2013, Straßburg, European Parliament: Decision 
Day for the CAP: Action Day for the CAP 

30 March 2013, Tunis: World Social Forum

13-15 April 2013, Spain: European Coordination Via 
Campesina General Assembly

17 April 2013: European-wide mobilisation around the 
International Day of Peasant Struggle; Publication the Study 
on Land Grabbing made by FIAN)

2-5 Mai 2013, Vienna: Central East European Social and 
Environmental Forum

4-14 June 2013, Indonesia – 6th Conference of La Via 
Campesina

14-16 June 2013, Perthshire:  UK Permaculture Convergence 
2013

July 2013, Stuttgart, Germany: Forum against big useless 
projects

August, 2013, Rosia Montana, Romania: Fan Fest

16 October, 2013: European-wide mobilisation around the 
“World Food Day” / “World Food Sovereignty Day” 

November 2013, Brussels: 2nd European Meeting on 
Community Supported Agriculture and Emerging Distribution 
Systems for Food Sovereignty

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AND STRUGGLE
MARCH 8 – INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

International Women’s Day, celebrated on March 8th around the world, is 
a day to commemorate the struggle and honour the memory of working 
women of the country and the city, feminists, and socialist women. We 
are daughters, mothers, relatives, friends, and acquaintances of women 
who have given their lives to the struggle for our rights, justice, and an 
end to discrimination.
We strongly denounce the advancement of capitalism and agribusiness 
in our communities and against peasant agriculture, threatening the food 
sovereignty of the peoples; therefore, we struggle against the hoarding 
and concentration of land, we struggle for an integral agrarian reform 
that guarantees justice to men and women. We raise our voices for 
agroecology and in defence of the earth, the water, the seeds, and our 
resources that are also our livelihoods.
On this March 8th, in frame of the International Day of Action and 
Struggle Via Campesina initiated around the world to create and promote 
struggles, mobilizations, educational and political education activities. If 
you organized events, you can send your news, videos and pictures to: 
natalia.mujeres.via@gmail.com, lvc-communication@viacampesina.org

APRIL 17TH - INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEASANT STRUGGLE
April 17 is the International Day of Peasant Struggle, commemorating the massacre of 19 peasants struggling for land and justice in Brazil in 
1996. Every year on this day actions take place around the world in defence of peasants and small-scale farmers struggling for their rights.

European  civil  society  organizations  and  movements  are asked to come together to  recognize International Day of Peasant Struggle and 
to amplify their demand for European  and  global  Food Sovereignty in a week of action and vibrant demonstrations.
Similarly, the Nyéléni Europe Movement for Food Sovereignty invites civil society organizations and individuals to organize direct actions, 
manifestations, demonstrations, public talks, film screenings, or any event to reaffirm your vision of the right of all peoples to define their 
own food and agriculture policies and systems, without harming either people or precious natural resources, as Food Sovereignty implies.
Inform us of your actions by sending an email to info@nyelenieurope.net. You can also share your activity with others and inform us of your 
plans by writing brief report of your action and take photographs or record videos to be featured on the website.
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At the last Youth ECVC Meeting, held between 3-8. February 
2012 in Budapest, one of the main focus was on land issues. The 
participants showed their solidarity to the work of Sindicato 
Andaluz de Trabajadores (SAT).

YOUTH-BOX



WEBSITE
MAP YOUR ORGANISATION!
1. Go to MAP and then ORGANISATION or ACTION 17TH 
APRIL
2. LOGIN on the right side (first you have to create a new
account if you do not already have one)
3. on the right side under USER MENU click on ADD
ORGANISATION or ADD ACTION
5. FILL IN your information
6. Click on SUBMIT ITEM
Please note, that the information will not immediately be
seen on the webpage.

In cases of questions don’t hesitate to write to: 
ny_tech@lists.nyelenieurope.net

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY STORIES
Community Gardens as a Part of Urban Planning in Croatia
Community gardens in Croatia are a  good example how Food Sovereignty can be realised on a local level. Community gardens 
allow people to grow their own vegetables. Initiators from all over Croatia point out the Varaždin garden as a prime example. 
“Varaždin is successful because of the excellent cooperation between citizens and city administration. The Wonderful Varaždin 
Garden doesn’t remain just a temporary solution, but became a part of the urban plan, which would be a precedent that would 
give impetus to every similar initiative all around Croatia. While different initiatives struggle to open urban gardens in their 
cities, in Varaždin there are two projects of that kind, Vrtovi života (Gardens of Life) in Hrašćica, which is designed for welfare 
users, and Čudesni vrtovi (Wonderful Gardens) in Biškupec, which is open for all citizens. Basically, the Wonderful Garden is 
financially sustainable, given the fact that it’s being financed through symbolical membership fees, while the possible donations 
enable us to organize workshops for all the interested citizens, such as the organic farming workshops or preserving the old 
variety seeds workshops,” said Goran Hanžek of Gredica association.

NEXT EDITION OF THE NYELENI EUROPE NEWSLETTER:

SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS, NEWS, STORIES, PHOTOS OR OTHER MATERIALS 
TO info@nyelenieurope.net  15TH MAY!

Dutch Activities for Food Sovereignty
We, the Dutch delegation, 10 people, who participated at the Nyeleni Europe Forum for Food Sovereignty still keep contact and 
inform each other about what’s happening in the country. We took part in a ‘Reclaim the Seeds’ weekend in 2011, where we 
gave a workshop on the international food movement. We are again taking part in their weekend in March 2013, where we will 
do a workshop again and bring lupin seeds provided by our arable farmers.
In September 2012 we carried the big banner made with their assistance, during our cycling trip to Brussels and in the Good 
Food March. 
We tried to give local food initiatives a push, together with people from other groups, and we are trying to change the 
procurement rules in our country, which favour big caterers instead of local producers. 
Our 2 Dutch farmers’ unions (arable and dairy unions) are busy trying to keep the farms going in the first place, and protesting 
against the ‘free market’ policy of our government that is so harmful to the farmers’ incomes. They protest in the Hague but also 
in Brussels, together with others (e.g. Via Campesina, European Milk Board).

photos: Donato de Marco, Alexander Gotter, Anna Korzenszky

We will transform our food systems 
in Europe and reclaim community 

control.
We will resist the expansion of agro-
industrial food systems in Europe and 

other regions.
We will build our movement for Food 

Sovereignty across Europe.
(Nyéléni Europe Action Plan, 2011)
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